Current concepts and novel techniques in the prosthodontic management of head and neck cancer patients.
'The face is the mirror of the mind', so said St Jerome. Patients affected by head and neck cancer have to deal not only with the effects of the disease but also with the effects of the treatment for the disease. This is one cancer which is literally and figuratively 'in your face'! And it is a disease which is difficult to hide. This article attempts to summarise head and neck cancer and its treatment modalities as well as the effects of treatment and the defects it creates. It will also attempt to explore and elaborate on the novel prosthodontic management techniques in advanced jaw reconstruction and extraoral anatomical defects. The concept of functional assessment and rehabilitation in head and neck cancer patient management will also be briefly explained.